
Advanced Placement European History – Summer Assignment 2015 

Ms. Broffman 

 
Welcome to AP European History.  I look forward to working with you next year.  The AP 

course and examination in European History are intended for dedicated students who wish to 

complete a class in high school equivalent to a college introductory course in European history.  

The AP examination in May presumes at least one academic year of college-level preparation; as 

such, AP European history will be a very challenging class.  It will be run more like a college 

course and one of its goals will be to prepare you for the AP exam in May. 

 

The class will cover European history since 1450 and will introduce you to cultural, economic, 

political, and social developments that have played a fundamental role in shaping the world in 

which you live.  The knowledge you gain in this course will hopefully provide you with a 

context for understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity 

and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic 

expression and intellectual discourse.  You will also gain an understanding of principal themes in 

modern European history, an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, 

and an ability to express historical understanding in writing. (Adapted from the AP European 

History Course Description). 

 

WARNING!  If you do not turn in your entire summer assignment on the first 

day of school, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  This could result in 

your failing the first marking period. 

 
Please note the following instructions: 

1. The assignment is due in its entirety on the first day of school.  Do not forget to bring it 

in – I will accept NO excuses. 

 

2. You are required to complete the assignment and meet the above deadline regardless of 

where you are spending the summer or what you are doing. 

 

3. Follow all directions carefully – do not change the assignment or amend it in any way! 

 

4. Do not “borrow” from a friend.  Cutting corners on this assignment will cause you to 

immediately fall behind in a fast-paced, academically demanding course.  YOU must do 

YOUR OWN work even when you work as and study with a group. 

 

5. You will have quizzes on this material within the first week of school. 

 

6. Do not leave your assignment until the last minute – you will be both sorry and 

miserable! 

 

7. If some problems arise during the summer, or if you have questions about the summer 

assignment, call the school and ask the office staff to put a message in my mail box or e-

mail me at: sbroffman@cwcboe.org 

mailto:sbroffman@cwcboe.org


 

Assignment One:  Textbook  and Handout readings 

 

 Read the handout on The Rise of Europe  

 

 Read Chapter 12 of  your textbook, The Crisis of the Later Middle Ages 

 

 Take notes (your choice of format, I suggest a detailed outline) as you read.  These notes 

will be extremely valuable to you once class begins and in reviewing for mid-terms and 

the AP exam.  Remember, quizzes on textbook reading will begin the first week of 

school. You will hand these notes in on the first day of school. Your notes for this 

assignment MUST be typed AND you MUST submit them electronically to 

turnitin.com (see instructions below). This assignment will be worth 30 Quiz Points. 

 

 

Assignment Two:  Machiavelli’s The Prince 

 

 Read Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince.  You may need to consult Chapter 13 of your 

textbook to aid your understanding of The Prince. 

 

 Answer thoroughly with supporting detail the attached 17 questions on The Prince.  You 

will hand this in on the first day of school AND you will submit it electronically to 

turnitin.com (see instructions below).  This assignment will be worth One Test 

Grade of 100 points. 

 

 

Assignment Three:  On the first day of school you will have a quiz on a map of contemporary 

Europe showing all countries, some bodies of water and some mountain ranges. This will count 

as a 45 point quiz.  I want you to have a picture in your head of what Europe looks like today, so 

that when we look at maps of the past you will have a better idea of what you are looking at and 

you will have a point of comparison.   Over the summer familiarize yourself with a map 

Europe and be prepared to take the quiz on the first day of school.  The places you will 

need to identify are attached to the end of this assignment. 

 

 

Instructions for Submission of Assignment 

You are to hand in the assignment in its entirety on the first day of school.  Everything must be 

typed.  The entire assignment includes:  

 Notes from the handout and from  Ch. 12 of McKay 

 Seventeen questions on The Prince 

 

 

In addition to handing in your assignment, you must submit the entire assignment to 

turnitin.com by 8:00a.m of the first day of school. The assignment must be submitted to 

turnitin.com as ONE DOCUMENT. 

 



 

To submit to turnitin.com follow the instructions below: 

For first time users: 

Go to  www.turnitin.com 

Top right corner – click log in 

Select create a user profile 

Select user type – student 

Enter class ID --   9992737 

Enter password – Europe 

Follow directions for setting up account and submitting assignment 

 

 

You may e-mail me over the summer with any questions at:  sbroffman@cwcboe.org  

 

Good luck and have a great summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Summer Assignment     

Ms. Broffman 

The Prince Questions 
 

1. Describe the political situation that prompted Machiavelli to write The Prince. (Use a   

    book summary or your textbook)  

 

2. Identify the basic themes of the book.  

 

3. What is Machiavelli's opinion about humankind? Why does he feel that way?  

 

4. What were the mistakes of Louis XII listed by Machiavelli in Chapter 3? Why does  

    Machiavelli dwell upon their analysis? What rule could one draw from them?  

 

5. Explain why Machiavelli, in Chapter 5, insists so much on destruction.  

 

6. With reference to the subject of the innovations treated in Chapter 6, give an example  

    of success and an example of failure.  

 

7. In Chapters 6 and 7, which vices are considered useful and advisable? Why?  

 

8. Describe Cesare Borgia as he is presented in Chapter 7. Why did Machiavelli dedicate  

    almost the entire chapter to him?  

 

9. What is the course a prince should follow when choosing his advisors? What is the  

    infallible method of recognizing a good minister?  

 

10. Explain Machiavelli's opinions about the common people and the nobles. How does  

      he feel about the way that a prince should be viewed by his subjects?  

 

11. What does Machiavelli say about the military duty of a prince?  

 

12. What is the crux of the dilemma of the prince that Machiavelli presents in Chapter  

      17?  

 

13. What is the significance of the myth of Chiron in Chapter 18? What are the qualities  

      symbolized by the fox and the lion?  

 

14. Discuss Machiavelli's ideas about religion.  

 

15. Why can't a prince who is not wise himself be well advised?  

 

16. What is the role of fortune (luck) in ruling?  

 

17. What is Machiavelli's final call to the Prince?      



Map Identification Items 

 

 

Countries       Bodies of Water 

1. Ireland       38. North Sea 

2. Norway       39. Black Sea 

3. Sweden       40. Baltic sea 

4. Finland       41. Mediterranean Sea 

5. Denmark       42. Atlantic Ocean 

6. Estonia       43. Adriatic Sea 

7. Latvia  

8. Lithuania       Mountain Ranges 

9. Ukraine       44. Pyrenees  

10. Belarus       45. Alps 

11. Russia  

12. Poland  

13. Germany  

14. Netherlands  

15. Belgium  

16. France  

17. Spain  

18. Portugal  

19. Switzerland  

20. Italy    

21. Austria  

22. Czech Republic *                                               

23. Slovakia * 

24. Hungary  

25. Serbia **                                                           

26. Montenegro ** 

27. Bosnia & Herzegovina ** 

28. Slovenia ** 

29. Croatia ** 

30. Romania  

31. Bulgaria  

32. Albania  

33. Kosovo ** 

34. Greece  

35. Macedonia ** 

36. Turkey (both parts)  

37. United Kingdom (include England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland) 

 

*Formerly Czechoslovakia                                **Formerly Yugoslavia 

 


